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Imagination knows no borders – children and artists 
understand this better than anyone. And at PIAF we 
are creating exciting opportunities for meaningful 
connections between the two. 

Our Festival program sees the world’s most brilliant 
artists taking us to extraordinary places and tackling 
important issues that affect us on both a global and 
personal scale. Through our Rio Tinto Education 
Program, students can engage with these artists 
and explore these issues through a range of creative 
learning and participation opportunities. 

Journey to India, Russia or Vietnam via the stage. 
Explore poetry, create a soundtrack to a movie, meet 
some of your favourite authors and be part of an 
ambitious project for the PIAF 2017 opening event 
that aims to create greater understanding and care for 
our part of the world. I hope you and your students 
seize this opportunity to take your learning out of the 
classroom and into the wonderful world of the arts.

Wendy Martin

WELCOME

Family and Education
Program Partner

Supported by

Department of Education

Image: Frances Andrijich

Perth International Arts 
Festival acknowledges 
that our events take 
place on the lands of 
the Noongar people 
and we wish to pay 
our respects to the 
traditional custodians 
of this Country. 

As we celebrate the 
work of contemporary 
artists from around 
the world, we also 
acknowledge and respect 
the continuing culture 
of the Whadjuk people 
and the contribution they 
make to the life of this 
city and this region.

Cover image: A O Lang Pho, Nguyen The Duong

The PIAF 2017 Rio Tinto Education Program offers students and teachers the 
chance to connect with a diverse range of art and artists from across the globe. 
Our rich program offers exciting opportunities to explore the school curricula 
and beyond. 

This year’s Education Program has been designed around key ‘focus’ areas 
– music, dance, drama, visual arts, text – and we have created activities and 
experiences with meaningful links to the primary and secondary curricula. 

We are excited to present a series of stand alone programs focussed on particular 
curriculum areas, as well as workshops, artist talks and extension activities.

Alongside student engagement, teachers will also be given professional learning 
opportunities to work with leading artists and educators to build their skills and 
passion for teaching the Arts.   

With the support of our Education Program Partner Rio Tinto, these experiences 
celebrate WA’s cultural heritage and artistic diversity and foster a sense of place. 
We hope you and your students can join us at PIAF 2017.

Emma Hewitt 
Education Manager
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The Arts

English

Languages

Science

Technology

VET

Cross Curriculum

Humanities and Social Sciences

Health and Physical Education

Artistic Director

HOW TO BOOK
ONLINE All bookings (performance tickets and workshops) are to be  
submitted online through the School Booking Request Form available at 
perthfestival.com.au

School group tickets are only available for performances on the dates listed in 
the 2017 Rio Tinto Education Brochure. Once the allocation for a performance 
has been exhausted, this option will be removed from the online School Booking 
Request Form. For more information please see page 34.

ENQUIRIES email schools@perthfestival.com.au

CURRICULUM LINKS
Our program has links across the SCASA and WACE curricula. These symbols  
are used to indicate the predominant curricula for each performance.
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SEEDS OF CHANGE

We invite primary school classes to be part of Boorna 
Waanginy: The Trees Speak, PIAF 2017’s spectacular opening 
event, to learn more about this land that we all share.

The south-west of Australia is one of the most extraordinary 
and under threat areas of biodiversity in the world. Boorna 
Waanginy: The Trees Speak celebrates this fragile and complex 
environment through science and Noongar culture, considering 
how both perspectives can work together to preserve our 
natural world. 

As part of Seeds of Change we’re asking primary school  
classes throughout Western Australia to become guardians  
of a totem, just one of the 180,000 species with which we  
share our environment. 

Through a series of guided activities each class will learn to 
understand their totem, its importance in the eco-system and 
what they can do to ensure its survival. All the information 
gathered and the ideas of conservation they come up with 
throughout the project will be added to an online database, 
providing a valuable resource for schools.

To celebrate their totem and its special place in our world, each 
student will create a glowing seedpod to feature in a stunning 
collective artwork across the contours of Yorkas Nynning, The 
Pioneer Women’s Memorial slope at Kings Park. Each seedpod 
will sit with 5,000 other seeds of change at the culmination  
of Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak, as a glowing illustration 
of the interconnectivity and biodiversity of species from the 
south west.

Register online at perthfestival.com.au 
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To donate your water
Bring your water to the following sites:
Leighton Beach, Sat 18 and Sun 19 Feb, 8–11am and 4–7pm 
Perth CBD, Tue 21–Thur 23 Feb, 11am–6pm
Reflection Pond, UWA, Sat 25 and Sun 26 Feb, 11am–6pm 
Albany, Sat 4 and Sun 5 Mar, 10am–4pm

2017 YOUNG CREATIVES

Amy Sharrocks

MUSEUM OF WATER
A vial of tears, raindrops from a roof and a plastic bottle of billabong water – every drop tells a story.

Choose some water, find something to put it in and tell us why you brought it to add to the 
collection. PIAF Artist-in-Residence Amy Sharrocks invites us all to consider our relationship  
with the world’s most indispensable liquid as she builds the Western Australian edition of this 
radically different kind of museum.

The completed Museum of Water is set to open in PIAF 2018 before becoming part of the  
Western Australian Museum’s permanent collection.

Produced by Artsadmin

FREE

UK/WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Aspiring arts professionals have a chance to develop their skills as part of  
PIAF’s Young Creatives development program. 

Working alongside performers, directors, producers, writers, artists and 
musicians, our 2017 Young Creatives immerse themselves in PIAF’s diverse 
program, get some hands on experience at an international arts festival  
and gain valuable skills.

We are inviting emerging practitioners from diverse backgrounds to participate 
in the PIAF 2017 Young Creatives Program. We are seeking people 15–18 years 
old with an interest in curation, visual arts, design, performance, dance, writing, 
reviewing or production. 

Applications close Fri 11 Nov. For more information go to perthfestival.com.au

ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE

Host Museum of Water creator Amy Sharrocks in your classroom and explore the importance  
of water and its significance to different people. One primary school classroom will host a talk 
from Amy and a follow-up visit from Museum of Water custodians to add their water to the 
collection. To register your interest, please complete the School Booking Request Form and use 
the text field to explain what water means to your class.

In School    FREE 
Mon 13 and Tue 28 Feb, Wed 1 Mar

EA H+SSS

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY   |   WACE

Image: Natasha Pawlowski

Image: Ruth Corney

CROSS CURRICULUM
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STORIES OF COUNTRY
Uncover Indigenous narratives through storytelling, art and film, deepening students’ 
understanding of cross curriculum priority Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories 
and cultures in this exclusive schools program. Discover new horizons with virtual reality 
film Collisions or at a screening of either Ten Canoes or Another Country and afterwards 
join talks about the films. Extend this experience with a full-day program that brings stories 
of country to life with a walk through the city with a local Elder and a visit to Everybody Has 
a History exhibition at the Art Gallery of WA (see page 19 for details). 

Visit perthfestival.com.au for full program details.

AE

SECONDARY   |   WACE

CC H+SS

FRI 24 FEB MON 27 FEB
FULL DAY

The thought-provoking virtual reality  
film Collisions takes you on a journey to  
the remote desert where Martu elder 
Nyarri Nyarri Morgan shares his story 
of the dramatic collision between his 
traditional world view and his experience 
of nuclear testing.

Includes screening, post-show discussion, 
Everybody Has a History exhibition and  
walk with a local Elder.

PICA, Perth Cultural Centre 
10am–2.15pm (including breaks) 
School groups $11 per person

FULL DAY 

Choose from two films: Take a very  
different look at ancient Aboriginal life with  
Rolf de Heer’s award-winning Ten Canoes (M)  
or see Molly Reynolds’ Another Country (G),  
a film that reveals a clash of cultures in 
Ramingining, Arnhem Land. 

Includes screening, Q and A, Everybody Has a 
History exhibition and walk with a local Elder.

State Library Theatre,  
State Library of Western Australia  
10am–3pm (including breaks) 
School groups $11 per person

HALF DAY

Includes screening and Q and A.

State Library Theatre,  
State Library of Western Australia  
10am–12.30pm or 12.45–3.15pm (no break) 
School groups $6 per person

  

AUSTRALIA
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Please note headsets are supplied and will 
need to be worn throughout this film.

Collisions is co-presented with PICA.

CROSS CURRICULUM
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STRINGS IN SCHOOLS

Image: Eric Richmond Image: Autumn de Wilde

Host two world-renowned string quartets as part of our Strings in Schools program.

The Brodsky and Calder String Quartets are two of the most acclaimed and accomplished 
ensembles on the international classical music scene. In a special one-off collaboration, 
these musical greats combine forces for a world premiere string octet performance of 
works by Shostakovich, Prokofiev and Mendelssohn for PIAF 2017.

Two schools from around Perth are being offered the opportunity to host these eight 
talented musicians as they prepare for their PIAF performances.

To register your interest, please complete the School Booking Request Form and  
use the text field to briefly describe your school’s facility and how you might host the  
octet rehearsal.  

Wed 15 and Thur 16 Feb

FREE

UK/USA

A

SECONDARY

MUSIC MUSIC

Sublime singing, haunting visuals and Hans Zender’s startling orchestration combine for this 
stunning music-theatre experience. 

In the cabaret style of post-Weimar Germany, Schubert’s Die Winterreise is delivered by  
Ian Bostridge – the world’s most accomplished performer of this iconic song cycle. Theatrically 
realised with surreal video and imagery by acclaimed opera director Netia Jones, The Dark Mirror 
is a rare contemporary adaptation of Schubert’s work of lost love.

Performed with members of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra conducted by  
Baldur Brönnimann.

A Barbican London production with the West Australian Symphony Orchestra

Perth Concert Hall   Tickets
Fri 10 and Sat 11 Feb, 7.30pm  School groups $16 per person 
90mins no interval 
Sung in German with surtitles.

Ian Bostridge & Netia Jones

THE DARK MIRROR 
ZENDER’S WINTERREISE

Co-produced by Britten Sinfonia, 
Cal Performances at the University of 
California and National Taichung Theater

UNITED KINGDOM

Image: Hugo Glendinning

A E L

SECONDARY

9



11

Roysten Abel

THE MANGANIYAR CLASSROOM

INDIA 

Regal Theatre
Fri 3 and Sat 4 Mar, 7pm 
60mins no interval

Tickets 
School groups $16 per person

The Manganiyar Classroom is a very different kind of classroom – where a group of 9–11 year 
olds run the show. 

The Manganiyars are a tribal community from the heart of India’s Thar Desert with a strong 
musical tradition. Their unique mix of folk and Indian classical music inspired theatre director 
Roysten Abel to create the international sensation The Manganiyar Seduction (PIAF 2011). 

In his latest music-theatre production, the Manganiyar children rebel against their teacher and 
spontaneously create stunning music with their sublime voices (and onstage attitude).

Sung in Hindi.

Presented by arrangement with Arts Projects Australia

A Can & Abel Theatres Production, Co-production Bhoomija Trust

E L

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY

H+SS

MUSIC

Image: Virginia Rodrigues
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DANCE

A O Lang Pho celebrates the cultural traditions of Vietnam with breathtaking contemporary circus. 
The serenity of rural life is dashed by progress and a once quiet hamlet becomes a bustling city where 
traditional Vietnamese music (Cai Luong) gives way to hip hop and bamboo baskets are ingeniously 
repurposed to create peculiar creatures and spectacular stunts.

A Lune Entertainment production 
A Théâtre Sénart, Scène nationale, Cirque-Théâtre d’Elbeuf,  
Pôle national des Arts du cirque – Haute Normandie co-production

Regal Theatre
Thur 16–Sat 18 Feb and 
Tue 21–Sat 25 Feb, 7pm 
Sat 18 and Sat 25 Feb, 2pm 
Sun 19 Feb, 1pm and 5pm 
60mins no interval

Nouveau Cirque du Vietnam

A O LANG PHO

Explore the movement and music of A O Lang Pho with members of Nouveau Cirque du Vietnam 
in this circus technique workshop. To register your interest, please complete the School Booking 
Request Form.   

VIETNAM/FRANCE

Tickets 
Primary groups $11 per person
Secondary groups $16 per person 

CIRCUS WORKSHOP

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY   |   WACE

H+SS H+PETA

In School    Tickets 
90mins    School groups $6 per person  
    Places strictly limited

11
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DANCE

In this exclusive schools-only performance of MEETING, the compulsive choreography  
of Melbourne dancer Antony Hamilton combines with Alisdair Macindoe’s obsessive  
machine-making practice.

Two men stand in a circle of 64 small boxes. Each box is a wirelessly controlled robotic 
percussion instrument, tapping a pencil to create a mesmerising range of sounds. The two 
dancers move in perfect synchronisation to the automated rhythm, slaves to the fascinating 
combination of taps, clinks, clanks, rattles and whirs.

An Antony Hamilton Projects production

Studio Underground,  
State Theatre Centre of WA 
Fri 3 Mar, 11am  
50mins no interval

Post Show Discussion 
Fri 3 Mar, 12pm

Antony Hamilton & Alisdair Macindoe

 MEETING

Im
ag

e:
 G

re
go

ry
 L

or
en

zu
tt

i

AUSTRALIA

An innovative contemporary dance experience with members of STRUT Dance, who have been 
working with Antony Hamilton since 2014. To register your interest, please complete the School 
Booking Request Form.   

Studio Underground,  
State Theatre Centre of WA 
Fri 3 Mar, 2pm 

DANCE WORKSHOP

A H+PET V

SECONDARY   |   WACE

No latecomers admitted.

Tickets 
School groups $16 per person

Tickets 
School groups $6 per person 
Places strictly limited

SOUTH AFRICA

Leading South African choreographer and gifted dancer Gregory Maqoma pays homage to his 
roots in this ritualistic celebration of spirit and resilience. Maqoma performs a transformational 
solo that combines traditional African and contemporary dance to tell the forgotten story of his 
ancestor, a revered Xhosa warrior chief. 

The divine harmonies of the Vuyani Ensemble – with guitarist Giuliano Modarelli – are woven 
through Maqoma’s vibrant movement to bring this story of race, politics, cultural tradition and 
personal legacy to life.

A Vuyani Dance Theatre production

Heath Ledger Theatre,   Tickets 
State Theatre Centre of WA  School groups $16 per person
Fri 10–Sun 12 Feb, 7.30pm  
60mins no interval

 

Gregory Maqoma

 EXIT/EXIST

A E L

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY
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Put on a set of headphones and descend into the depths of the Amazon, where the ear sees more 
than the eye. Inspired by the book Amazon Beaming by Petru Popescu, The Encounter traces 
National Geographic photographer Loren McIntyre’s journey into the remote Brazilian rainforest. 
Using 3D audio technology to build a shifting world of sound, this fully immersive theatrical 
experience explores interconnectedness, perception and time.

His Majesty’s Theatre  
Thur 16–Sat 18 Feb, Tue 21–Sat 25 Feb, 8pm   
Sat 18 and Wed 22 Feb, 2pm 
Sun 19 Feb, 5pm 
2hrs no interval

Post Show Discussion 
Wed 22 Feb

SOUND WORKSHOP

Apply techniques from The Encounter in a creative workshop using Foley to develop a film soundtrack. 
To register your interest, please complete the School Booking Request Form and use the text field to 
describe how this would benefit your students’ drama studies.

In School     Tickets 
2hrs     School groups $6 per person 
     Places strictly limited 

Complicite 

THE ENCOUNTER

A co-production with Edinburgh International Festival, 
the Barbican, London, Onassis Cultural Centre 
Athens, Schaubühne Berlin, Théâtre Vidy-Lausanne 
and Warwick Arts Centre

A E T VUNITED KINGDOM
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H+SS

Tickets 
School groups $16 per person

Audio Described performance Wed 22 Feb, 2pm
Captioned performance Wed 22 Feb, 8pm

Please note headphones are supplied and will  
need to be worn throughout this performance.

DRAMA

In Opus No. 7 the audience enters a world of transformation, where objects, sounds and  
people change in the blink of an eye. In this genre-defying two-part theatrical experience,  
larger-than-life puppets, duelling pianos, living walls and blizzards of newsprint tell the story  
of the oppression of Soviet Jews and the censorship of Shostakovich under Stalin.

One of the most influential voices of Russian theatre, Dmitry Krymov and his collaborators have 
devised a deeply moving, visually majestic experience – using simple materials to create vivid 
images on an epic scale.

ABC Perth Studios  
Tue 21, Wed 22, Fri 24–Sun 26 Feb, 7.30pm  
2hrs 40mins including interval

Russian with surtitles.

Dmitry Krymov Laboratory

OPUS NO. 7
RUSSIA

Tickets 
School groups $16 per person

EA TL

SECONDARY   |   WACE

V

Image: Natalia Cheban

DRAMA

15
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VISUAL ARTS

In a topsy-turvy photographic experience of Perth, acclaimed photographer Robyn Stacey 
transforms an entire room into a walk-in camera obscura. As if by magic, this optical device 
captures the external world and projects it within the room – but upside down and in reverse. 
The camera obscura is dependent on the position of the sun, which makes every viewing of 
Magic Mirror a unique experience.

Secret Location 
Fri 3–Sun 5 Mar 
See perthfestival.com.au for details

FREE

Robyn Stacey  

MAGIC MIRROR

AUSTRALIA

A E

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY   |   WACE

H+SS

ROBYN STACEY 
Room 1306 Mercure Potts Point, Jodi, 2013
from Guest Relations
Type C print
100 x 133cm, edition of 5 + 3 AP
Courtesy  the Artist

EXPLORING THE CAMERA OBSCURA

Join photographer Robyn Stacey for a talk on the fascinating history of the camera obscura 
through science, art, and philosophy. Explore Stacey’s own re-invention of this phenomenon 
created for her immersive Magic Mirror environment. To register your interest, please complete 
the School Booking Request Form.   

Secret CBD Location   FREE 
Fri 3 May, 11am and 1pm   
30mins

Lara Thoms & Snapcat 
BEFORE THE SIREN

AUSTRALIA

VISUAL ARTS

Image: Snapcat

Melbourne artist Lara Thoms and Perth collaborative duo Snapcat celebrate women and belonging 
with Before the Siren, a large-scale public artwork that culminates in a huge party at Fremantle Oval.
Schools are invited to join local sports teams, social clubs and business groups for a project that 
combines community activism, art and sport to explore how women gather socially, politically and 
recreationally across generations. And of course, don’t miss Before the Siren’s feel-good finale.

A PIAF Commission

Fremantle Oval  
Sun 19 Feb, 6pm

FREE

A

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY

H+SS

BANNER WORKSHOP

Drawing on the spirit of Before the Siren, protest movements and AFL banners, students and the artists 
of Snapcat create their own series of banners celebrating teamwork, belonging and group action.  
To register your interest, please complete the School Booking Request Form.   

In School    FREE 
Tue 21 and Wed 22 Feb, 10am 
3hrs

E

17
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SPAN
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Jacobus Capone

FORGIVING  
NIGHT FOR DAY

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Collaborating with seven Fado singers and 
Portuguese lyricist Tiago Torres Da Silva, Perth 
artist Jacobus Capone’s Forgiving Night for Day 
is a song filmed throughout Lisbon over the 
course of seven days at dawn. The resulting video 
installation is an evocative meditation on how we 
process and express emotional states.

PICA, Perth Cultural Centre  
Sat 18 Feb–Sun 16 Apr 
Tue–Sun, 10am–5pm  

FREE

A life-size print of a cruise ship gangway, a 
series of sculptured industrial engine parts, 
human hair woven on a loom, neighbours 
grooming each other over the fence and 
a musical performance based on asylum 
seekers – the work of the SPAN artists enters 
personal spaces and considers where and 
how we live.

Fremantle Arts Centre  
Sat 4 Feb–Sun 26 Mar 
10am–5pm daily 

FREE

A

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY   |   WACE

H+SSA

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY   |   WACE

H+SS

VISUAL ARTS

SUSANNA CASTLEDEN 
1:1 Gangway (detail), 2016,
Rubbing on gesso on paper maps, 3.2 x 15.4m
Photo by Robert Firth, Acorn Photography
Courtesy the Artist

JACOBUS CAPONE 
Forgiving Night for Day, 2016
(Video still) 
7-channel video installation 
Courtesy the Artist

E

JOHN AKOMFRAH
UNITED KINGDOM

EVERYBODY HAS  
A HISTORY 
PART 1: PLAIN SPEAK

AUSTRALIA

Plain Speak launches a new annual series at 
AGWA that presents compelling personal 
stories told through art. The inaugural show 
puts Indigenous artists in the spotlight – with 50 
powerful video, painting, photography, sculpture 
and textile works.

This exhibition is also part of our Stories of 
Country program (page 7).

Art Gallery of WA  
Sat 25 Feb–Sun 13 Aug 
Wed–Mon, 10am–5pm 

FREE

Leading British artist and filmmaker John 
Akomfrah brings two new major film 
installations to Perth. Fusing archive material, 
original footage and readings from classical 
sources, Vertigo Sea is an immersive and 
captivating meditation on our relationship 
with the ocean. Presented as a poetic 
period drama, Auto Da Fé highlights the 
connections between religion, persecution 
and migration over four centuries.

John Curtin Gallery  
Thur 9 Feb–Sun 30 Apr 
Mon–Fri, 11am–5pm 
Sun, 1–5pm 

FREE

TONY ALBERT 
No place warrior, 2009
Watercolour on arches paper
76x57cm
Courtesy the Artist,
State Art Collection, Art Gallery of Western Australia;
Purchased through the TommorrowFund, Art Gallery 
of Western Australia Foundation, 2010

A

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY   |   WACE

H+SSCCA

PRIMARY   |   SECONDARY   |   WACE

H+SSE

VISUAL ARTS

JOHN AKOMFRAH 
Vertigo Sea, 2015
Three channel HD colour video installation, 7.1 sound, 48:30
© Smoking Dogs Films;
Courtesy the Artist; Lisson Gallery, London
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L-FRESH The LION 
SPOKEN WORD WORKSHOP
Inspired by US hip hop, love and respect for his Punjabi Sikh roots and a dedication to social justice, 
L-FRESH The LION is part of the new generation of hip hop artists making waves in the music 
industry. He brings his powerful presence and thought-provoking lyricism to these spoken word 
workshops. After an inspiring short performance L-FRESH will work with students to create their 
own poetry pieces. To register your interest, please complete the School Booking Request Form.   

In School     Tickets  
Thur 23 Feb, 11am and 1.30pm  School groups $6 per person 
90mins 

AUSTRALIA

TEXT

E

SECONDARY

H+SS

An exclusive schools-only session of Inua Ellams’ compelling personal account of life as an immigrant. 

A charismatic and engaging performer, Nigerian-born poet and theatre maker Ellams tells his 
ridiculous, fantastic and poignant story – escaping fundamentalist Islam, experiencing prejudice 
and friendship in Dublin, performing solo at the National Theatre and drinking wine with the 
Queen of England – through hip hop-inflected poetry and amusing anecdotes.

Studio Underground,    Tickets 
State Theatre Centre of WA  School groups $16 per person
Fri 24 Feb, 11am 
90 mins including interval

Post Show Discussion 
Fri 24 Feb, 12.45pm

Inua Ellams & Fuel

AN EVENING WITH AN IMMIGRANT

POETRY WORKSHOP

Working with acclaimed poet, playwright and performer Inua Ellams, students explore parallels 
between mythological figures and local sporting heroes, bringing these concepts to life through 
poetry and spoken word. To register your interest, please complete the School Booking Request 
Form and use the text field to describe how this workshop could benefit your school.

In School    FREE 
Tue 21 and Wed 22 Feb   Places strictly limited 
90mins

NIGERIA/UK
A E

SECONDARY   |   WACE

H+SS

TEXT
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TEXT

In Ira Sachs’ Little Men, Jake and Tony just want to be friends, but their parents sure are making 
that hard. The latest animated classic from Studio Ghibli The Red Turtle is a vivid and moving 
fable of a man kept on a desert island by the will of a mysterious turtle. These two films explore 
concepts of identity and ask students to consider how our values shape our experiences.  

State Library Theatre, State Library of Western Australia 
Tue 14 Feb, 10am–2pm including break

TEXT ON SCREEN
Text on Screen draws from the Lotterywest Festival Films program to bring students and  
teachers the very best of today’s cinema from around the globe. This schools-exclusive program  
of themed double-bills is designed to develop students’ ability to compare, contrast and analyse 
text in diverse formats.

These six films represent something of the diversity and excitement of cinema, and offer the 
chance to broaden understanding and appreciation of media beyond mainstream commercial film. 
Students are invited to explore diverse worlds and consider new ways of telling stories.  

All screenings will be preceded by a short introduction to place them in the context of their 
production. Teachers will be provided with resources to facilitate students’ engagement with the 
program and to extend learning in the classroom.

Tickets 
School groups $6 per person, per double bill

LITTLE MEN (USA, CTC) + THE RED TURTLE (JAPAN/FRANCE, PG)

Pablo Larraín’s Neruda, follows the pursuit of Chile’s adored, charismatic poet Pablo Neruda 
as he goes into hiding. The Rehearsal sees a class of nervous first-year drama students adapt a 
real-life scandal into their end-of-year play. These two films both feature an unreliable narrator, 
encouraging students to consider and reflect on what the ‘true’ story is.

AE L

SECONDARY   |   WACE

H+SSTEXT

NERUDA (CHILE, MA) + THE REHEARSAL (NEW ZEALAND, CTC)

State Library Theatre, State Library of Western Australia 
Tue 21 Feb, 10am–2.30pm including break

In Monsieur Chocolat, a pioneering black star and popular clown becomes increasingly 
conscious of the racism surrounding him. In the documentary The Music of Strangers, cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma and other international artists of The Silk Road Project explore the ways art can both 
preserve traditions and shape cultural evolution. Both films consider themes of displacement 
– within society and the larger world – and its impact on identity, allowing students to explore 
intercultural understanding.

MONSIEUR CHOCOLAT (FRANCE, CTC) + THE MUSIC OF STRANGERS (USA, M)

State Library Theatre, State Library of Western Australia 
Tue 28 Feb, 10am–2.30pm including break
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TEXT

Inspired by first-hand stories of migration, Flit is an extraordinary live music and animation 
event. Martin Green – award-winning composer and musician – brings together a supergroup 
of collaborators including Becky Unthank, Dominic Aitchison, Adam Holmes and whiterobot. 
Exquisite songs are performed live within a world of breathtaking stop-motion animation to  
capture heart warming and heart breaking experiences.

A PIAF co-commission  
A Lepus production

Perth Concert Hall   Tickets
Fri 17 and Sat 18 Feb, 8pm  School groups $16 per person 
75mins no interval

Martin Green

 FLIT

Co-commissioned by Perth International Arts Festival, 
Edinburgh International Festival, Barbican Centre & Sage Gateshead
Co-produced by Opera North Projects
Funded by Arts Council England, Creative Scotland, Beyond Borders

Lola Arias

THE YEAR I WAS BORN

CHILE/ARGENTINA

This riveting documentary theatre work explores a nation’s complex history through the eyes of 
a resilient and hopeful generation. Amid bursts of exuberant rock music and deceptively playful 
scenarios, performers born during Pinochet’s dictatorship in Chile reconstruct their family histories 
using photographs, old clothes, letters, anecdotes and elusive recollections. 

Heath Ledger Theatre,  
State Theatre Centre of WA
Wed 15–Sat 18 Feb, 7.30pm  
1hr 50mins no interval

 

UNITED KINGDOM

Image: Rowland Thomas
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Audio Described performance Fri 17 Feb

Spanish with surtitles.

ANIMATION WORKSHOP

Strobe lighting.

Engage in themes found in Flit and The Year I was Born through a workshop using historical 
resources to explore concepts of identity, displacement and migration through animation.  
To register your interest, please complete the School Booking Request Form and use the 
text field to describe how this workshop would benefit your students.

State Library of Western Australia  Tickets 
Mon 20 Feb    School groups $6 per person 
2hrs 
   

TEXT

H+SS A EH+SS

SECONDARY

Tickets 
School groups $16 per person
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VISUAL ARTS

As part of Small Voices Louder students get to explore a fun and interactive installation 
of cupboards and cubby holes that encourage them to have their say on some of life’s big 
questions. What does the world look like today? What makes you angry? What does the 
future look like?

The playful, insightful and refreshingly honest responses are captured and broadcast 
across the airwaves and in unexpected spaces around PIAF 2017 – for everyone to hear.

A Maybe ( ) Together production. Produced by Performing Lines WA

Image: Ben Landau

Alex Desebrock

 SMALL VOICES LOUDER

Upstairs, State Theatre Centre of WA
Fri 10, Thur 16, Fri 17, Thur 23 and Fri 24 Feb  
Thur 2 and Fri 3 Mar 
10.45am and 11.30am 

30mins

Tickets
School groups $11 per person 
Maximum 16 children per session

AUSTRALIA

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL 
SCHOOLS DAY

Get involved in a series of engaging discussions with popular Australian  
and international authors as part of Perth Writers Festival Schools Day.  
The day will be filled with talks, storytelling, art and performance in fun  
and informative sessions designed to excite and inspire your students.  
Take advantage of the flexible ticketing structure, which allows you to  
tailor the day to suit your students’ needs. 

During the morning and afternoon breaks, a series of interactive activities 
are on offer to further extend your Festival experience. Explore the magical 
world of the Harry Potter books as Professor Frankie Falconette brings to 
life the characters, creatures and adventures from J.K. Rowling’s bestselling 
series. Join in Pictionary fun with some of the attending authors, help artist 
Kylie Howarth create a public artwork with an awesome photo opportunity 
and get your books signed by your favourite authors.

Perth Writers Festival Precinct, UWA
Thur 23 Feb, 9.45am–1.30pm

Tickets
Single session $7.50 
Full day $18

PRIMARY

Image: Jessica Wyld

TEXT

Recommended for reading age and above.

Please contact PIAF for more information.

A E H+SS
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OPEN MIC YEARS 1–6

Comedian Oliver Phommavanh takes you 
into the world of comedy and talks about 
his journey from the stage to the page. 
How different is doing stand up to penning 
funny stories? In this session he shares his 
tips and tricks for writing comedy.

9.45–10.30am

WORDS AND PICTURES YEARS 1–3

Flying Furballs is the new action-packed 
adventure series from award-winning author 
and illustrator Donovan Bixley. Join Bixley as he 
explores the connection between words and 
pictures and talks about switching between the 
roles of illustrator and author. In this session 
he demonstrates his talent for drawing live on 
stage and delivers one of his energetic readings.  

11.15am–12pm

PRIMARY

MECHANICA YEARS 4–6

Welcome to future Earth. The environment 
has collapsed, species have become extinct 
and the land can no longer support nature. 
To replace lost species robotic designers 
craft Mechanica. Join creator Lance Balchin 
as he takes you through his field guide 
to the Mechanica creatures, sharing his 
beautiful steampunk-inspired illustrations in 
a dystopian tale for our times.

12.45–1.30pm

HARD HITTING FICTION  
YEARS 7–12

Julia Lawrinson and Dianne Touchell are 
two writers whose work explores hard 
hitting subject matter in fiction. Lawrinson’s 
Before You Forget and Touchell’s Forgetting 
Foster explore the impact of disease 
on a family through the eyes of two 
young adolescents. At times funny, at 
times heartbreaking, both novels are 
unflinchingly honest. 

9.45–10.30am 

UNPARALLELED  
WORLD-BUILDING YEARS 7–12

Garth Nix, Cornelia Funke and Peadar 
O’Guilin discuss how fairytales, traditional 
myths and folklore have impacted and 
influenced their work. These three highly 
acclaimed fantasy authors share their writing 
journeys and explain how they create such 
vivid and compelling worlds and characters.

9.45–10.30am

BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS 
YEARS 4–6

Zana Fraillon’s The Bone Sparrow tells the 
story of Subhi, a young refugee living in 
an Australian detention centre. In Oliver 
Phommavanh’s novel The Other Christy we 
meet a young Cambodian girl struggling to 
adjust to her new life in Australia. Through 
different approaches both authors explore 
race, prejudice, displacement and the 
struggle for identity whilst beautifully 
capturing the human condition. 

11.15am–12pm 

SECONDARYPERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL 
SCHOOLS DAY

JULIA LAWRINSON JAMES FOLEY

LINDY WEST

LANCE BALCHIN

BRUCE PASCOE

ANITA HEISS CLEMENTINE FORD

COMIC CAPERS YEARS 1–3

Meet Sally Tinker – the world’s foremost 
inventor under 12 and star of James Foley’s 
hilarious graphic novel Brobot. She just 
knows that she can build a better brother 
than baby Joe. Foley explains the process, 
joys and challenges of telling a story through 
this visually engaging format.

12.45–1.30pm

MRS WHITLAM YEARS 4–6

Mrs Whitlam is no ordinary Clydesdale pony. 
Marnie lives on the outskirts of town and 
struggles to fit in. When their lives come 
together, remarkable things happen and an 
extraordinary friendship is forged. Bruce 
Pascoe is at the height of his power with his 
latest book Mrs Whitlam – a story of bravery 
and healing told through evocative prose.

9.45–10.30am

GARTH NIX

ZANA FRAILLON
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SONGS THAT SOUND LIKE 
BLOOD YEARS 9–12

Join Jared Thomas as he talks about his 
latest novel Songs That Sound Like Blood, 
a coming-of-age story that deals with 
identity, race, sexual orientation and the 
pressures of growing up. Roxy’s got music 
in her soul and songs in her blood. When 
she moves to the city to follow her music 
dream, she also embarks on a confronting 
emotional journey. 

11.15am–12pm

RECLAIMING THE LANGUAGE  
OF BODY YEARS 7–12

Sukhjit Kaur Khalsa performs a spoken word 
piece that responds to the idea that the bodies 
of adolescent women are often shaped and 
defined by language that is out of their control. 
Followed by a discussion with YA author and 
Stella Schools Ambassador Julia Lawrinson 
around young people reclaiming language.  

11.15am–12pm

HUMANISING SHAKESPEARE  
YEARS 7–12

Donovan Bixley spent ten years working on 
his illustrated biography Much Ado About 
Shakespeare. In a session that humanises 
this literary god, Bixley uncovers a side 
to Shakespeare you’ve never seen before. 
He’ll talk about the inspiration behind his 
paintings and discuss why Shakespeare is 
still relevant 400 years after his death.

12.45–1.30pm

INKY AWARDS LONGLIST 
ANNOUNCEMENT YEARS 7–12

Voted by teen readers of InsideaDog.com.au, 
the Inky Awards recognise high-quality young 
adult literature. Program Coordinator for the 
Centre for Youth Literature Adele Walsh and 
2016 teen judge Chloe Kam talk all things Inky 
and announce the longlisted books for 2017.

12.45–1.30pm

THE CALL YEARS 9–12

Irish author Peadar O’Guilin brings a 
powerful and original voice to the YA genre. 
His latest work The Call is a gripping, 
remorseless novel that stays with you long 
after you’ve turned the last page. Could 
you survive The Call? Don’t miss out on the 
opportunity to hear from one of the most 
exciting new writers in YA.

11.15am–12pm

OLD KINGDOM YEARS 9–12

One of the greatest living fantasy writers 
and creator of the Old Kingdom series, 
Garth Nix continues to produce stories 
that push the boundaries between the real 
and imagined. Join him for a chat about his 
latest book Frogkisser! and how a single 
idea can explode into a whole world.

12.45–1.30pm

SONGS OF A WAR BOY  
YEARS 7–12

Deng Thiak Adut was taken from his 
family in Sudan at six and conscripted into 
the army as a child soldier. He came to 
Australia as a refugee at the age of 14 and 
now works as a lawyer and community 
advocate, committed to making a positive 
difference to the lives of others. Join Adut 
as he shares his remarkable journey from 
child soldier to refugee lawyer.

12.45–1.30pm

SECONDARY

BEHIND THE MIRROR YEARS 7–12

Cornelia Funke is the award-winning and 
bestselling author of over 50 books, including 
the Inkheart trilogy. In this session she 
discusses the third volume in her Reckless 
series – The Golden Yarn. This thrilling tale 
of courage and fear, jealousy and forbidden 
desire transports readers back into the 
enchanted Mirrorworld.  
11.15am–12pm

POWERFUL WORDS YEARS 7–12

Hear three of the hottest wordsmiths – Inua 
Ellams, Sukhjit Kaur Khalsa and Ziggy – 
discuss spoken word and hip hop as art forms 
and perform a piece of their work. These 
artists mix old forms with new, using a blend 
of humour and satire to address important 
issues and get their messages across.

9.45–10.30am

SUPER WOMEN YEARS 9–12

Three fearless women take to the stage to 
wage a conversation on gender equality, 
social justice and body image. Join Lindy 
West, Clementine Ford and Anita Heiss as 
they discuss these issues and look at the 
benefits and dangers of social media and 
how it alters the way we communicate.

9.45–10.30am 

SUKHJIT KAUR KHALSA

OLIVER PHOMMAVANH

DONOVAN BIXLEY

ZIGGY

DIANNE TOUCHELL

CORNELIA FUNKE

DENG THIAK ADUT PEADER O’GUILIN JARED THOMAS
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PROFESSIONAL  
LEARNING FOR TEACHERS
The Arts enhance the study of all aspects of the school curriculum. As part 
of our continued investment in the arts in Western Australia, PIAF is offering 
educators the chance to explore ways to bring the Arts into the classroom. 
These professional learning opportunities bring innovative artists together with 
specialist education academics to explore practical skills that teachers can use 
within their school.

LISTENING TO SMALL VOICES

KNOWING COUNTRY:  
SCIENCE, CULTURE AND THE ARTS

This panel discussion with Alex Desebrock (creator of Small Voices Louder) and 
children’s philosophy expert Dr Laura D’Olimpio looks at different modes of 
making children’s voices and experiences heard. Teachers break into workshops 
led by Desebrock or D’Olimpio and work together to develop strategies that can 
be incorporated in their own classrooms.

The University of Western Australia, Crawley Campus  
(location to be advised on booking confirmation) 
Tue 28 Feb, 4.30–6.30pm

Hear from the creative team behind Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak  
(the opening event for PIAF 2017) and a panel including local Elders, scientists 
and arts practitioners as they explore ways to bring cross curriculum priorities 
Sustainability and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and culture to life 
through the Arts.

The University of Western Australia, Crawley Campus  
(location to be advised on booking confirmation) 
Thur 2 Mar, 4.30–6.30pm

Tickets 
$25 per session

To register your interest, please complete the School Booking Request Form.   
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TEACHING THE ARTS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

Our diverse program of dance, drama, music and visual arts brings opportunities 
for learning. In this program, PIAF artists and performers are joined by renowned 
arts educator Dr Judith Dinham for a session on strategies to incorporate the 
Arts across the curriculum. 

The University of Western Australia, Crawley Campus  
(location to be advised on booking confirmation) 
Wed 1 Mar, 4.30–6.30pm
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Dianne Touchell  
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SUPER WOMEN  
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Clementine Ford 
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UNPARALLELED 
WORLD-BUILDING  
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Garth Nix
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POWERFUL 
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Inua Ellams,  
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Activation sessions and book signings
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BREAKING DOWN 
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Zana Fraillon and  
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Peadar O’Guilin 
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Jared Thomas  
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RECLAIMING THE 
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BODY  

Julia Lawrinson and 

Sukhjit Kaur Khalsa 

 

 

Secondary
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MIRROR 
Cornelia Funke

 

Secondary 

12–12.45pm 
LUNCH  
Activation sessions and book signings

12.45–1.30pm

COMIC CAPERS  

James Foley

 

 

 

Primary

MECHANICA  

Lance Balchin

 

Primary

INKY AWARDS 
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HUMANISING 
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Secondary

SCHOOL GROUP BOOKINGS

ONLINE All bookings are to be submitted online 
through the School Booking Request Form available 
at perthfestival.com.au

ENQUIRIES email schools@perthfestival.com.au

Please note all school bookings are subject to 
availability with limited capacity and are not 
guaranteed upon submission. All schools will be 
notified by PIAF’s Education Manager on the status 
of their booking. School tickets are only available 
for performances on the dates listed in the 2017 Rio 
Tinto Education Brochure. Schools will receive one 
free teacher ticket per 10 tickets booked. All tickets 
must be paid for no later than Tue 31 Jan 2017 
or tickets will be released for sale to the general 
public. All tickets booked will be posted once 
payment has been received by PIAF. 

FILM BOOKINGS 

EMAIL schools@perthfestival.com.au 
Check perthfestival.com.au for updates on  
film classification. 

WORKSHOP BOOKINGS

ONLINE All bookings are to be submitted online 
through the School Booking Request Form available 
at perthfestival.com.au

ENQUIRIES email schools@perthfestival.com.au

Workshop bookings are extremely limited and 
must be booked in advance online using the School 
Booking Request Form. All online submissions are 
not guaranteed until notification has been received 
from PIAF. Workshops are only available to schools 
that have booked tickets to the accompanying 
performance. For further information on the 
opportunity to host in-school workshops please 
email schools@perthfestival.com.au or fill out 
additional information on the School Booking 
Request Form on the PIAF Website. 

RESOURCES AND EXCURSION PLANS

Resources and excursion plans are available  
at perthfestival.com.au

 

PERFORMANCE LIMITATIONS

All programs and artists are subject to change 
without notice. PIAF reserves the right to exclude 
latecomers at certain events or to admit only at a 
suitable point in the performance.  

BOOKING CONDITIONS

FEES AND CHARGES Tickets to Festival events 
may be sold through a variety of ticketing agents, 
each with differing booking fees and ticket 
processing charges. Where tickets are booked by 
telephone, mail or online a transaction fee from 
$6.95 to $10.30 will apply. 

For Ticketmaster a handling fee applies to  
all bookings. 

All telephone and online bookings can be made by 
credit card at an additional charge of up to 1.75% of 
the total purchase price. If you choose to have your 
tickets delivered by Registered Post (recommended 
for general admission events) additional fees will 
apply. Fees are non-refundable. 

For further booking details visit perthfestival.com.au 

ACCESS SYMBOLS

Please contact PIAF to book a Captioned  
performance, Audio Described performance  
or Touch Tour by Fri 13 Jan 2017

BOOKING DETAILS PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL 
SCHOOLS DAY SCHEDULE

Wheelchair accessible

No music or dialogue

Fully surtitled or has minimal dialogue 
Some background music and/or sounds

Partially surtitled or includes dialogue  
Background musicand/or sounds

Closed captioning 

Audio description

Touch tour 
Touch tours are free but must be booked  
in advance

Assistive listening
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CROSS 
CURRICULUMMUSIC DANCE DRAMA VISUAL ARTS TEXT

PERTH WRITERS 
FESTIVAL

FRI  
10 FEB

SAT 
11 FEB

SUN  
12 FEB

MON 
13 FEB

TUE 
14 FEB

WED 
15 FEB

THUR  
16 FEB

FRI 
17 FEB

SAT 
18 FEB

SUN  
19 FEB

MON 
20 FEB 

TUE 
21 FEB

WED 
22 FEB

THUR 
23 FEB

FRI 
24 FEB

SAT 
25 FEB

SUN 
26 FEB

MON 
27 FEB

TUE 
28 FEB

WED  
1 MAR

THUR 
2 MAR

FRI  
3 MAR

SAT 
4 MAR

SUN  
5 MAR

Kings Park
Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak

p3

Perth CBD and 
Various Venues

Strings in Schools 
p8

Museum of Water
Leighton Beach, 

p5

Museum of Water
CBD, p5

Museum of Water
Reflection Pond, 

UWA p5

Museum of 
Water

Albany, p5

Heath Ledger 
Theatre, STCWA

Exit/Exist 
p12

The Year I Was Born 
p24

Perth Concert Hall
The Dark Mirror  

Zender’s Winterreise 
p9

Flit 
p25

State Library 
Theatre, State 
Library of WA

Little Men 
+ The Red 
Turtle p22

Neruda + 
The  

Rehearsal 
p23

Ten 
Canoes/ 
Another 
Country

p7

Monsieur 
Chocolat + 
The Music 

of Strangers  
p23

Studio 
Underground

MEETING
p13

Regal Theatre A O Lang Pho 
p11

A O Lang Pho 
p11

The Manganiyar 
Classroom p10

His Majesty’s 
Theatre

The Encounter 
p14

The Encounter 
p14

Perth Writers 
Festival Precinct 
UWA

Perth Writers 
Festival 

Schools Day
p27

ABC Studios Opus No. 7 
p15

Opus No. 7 
p15

Fremantle Oval
Before 

the Siren 
p16

Upstairs, State 
Theatre Centre 
of WA

Small Voices 
Louder p26

Small Voices Louder
p26

Small Voices Louder
p26

Small Voices 
Louder

p26

Secret Location  Robyn Stacey -  
Magic Mirror p17

PICA, Perth 
Cultural Centre

Jacobus Capone 
- Forgiving Night 

for Day p18
Jacobus Capone - Forgiving Night for Day p18 Jacobus Capone - Forgiving Night for Day p18

PICA, Perth 
Cultural Centre

Collisions 
p7

John Curtin Gallery John Akomfrah p19 John Akomfrah p19

Fremantle Arts 
Centre SPAN p18 SPAN p18

Art Gallery of WA Everybody has a History  
Part 1: Plain Speak p19

Everybody has a History  
Part 1: Plain Speak p19

CURRICULUM LINKS:
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BUILDING A BETTER WA TOGETHER.  
PROUDLY SUPPORTING PIAF SINCE 1992.

A BIG, BOLD ADVENTURE


