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INTERNATIONAL ART AND CULTURE A FAMILY AFFAIR 

 

The 2017 Perth International Arts Festival is jam-packed with activities for the entire family. 

PIAF’s Rio Tinto Family Program is making the arts accessible to young people to help 
develop our next generation of creative, innovative thinkers – and because it is simply just 
good fun. 

The 2017 Perth International Arts Festival is bursting with activities for the whole family, 
explore the cultural traditions of Vietnam with a spectacular circus production by Cirque 
Nouveau du Vietnam, watch technology fuse with dance in MEETING or let your children 
have their say on some of life’s big questions at Small Voices Louder.  

‘Rio Tinto is proud to support PIAF to present one of the leading Festival education 
programmes in Australia,’ said Kellie Parker, Rio Tinto MD Planning Integration and Assets. 

‘We recognise the importance of children being able to access arts and cultural activities in 
their formal education and that’s why we have partnered with PIAF since 2008 and 
invested $2.1 million into the Rio Tinto Family and Education Programme.’ 

The festival will open on 10 

February with a sound and 
light spectacular, Boorna 
Waanginy – The Trees Speak. 
Presented over three 
extraordinary nights, Kings 
Park transforms into a 
cathedral of light, sound and 
imagery to explore the 
biodiversity and beauty of the 
six seasons of South Western 
Australia. State of the art 

technology and the natural world come together for this stunning walkthrough experience 
– where trees come to life, great flocks of birds fly overhead and animals dance and play. 
The event culminates with a collective artwork dedicated to the protection of the beautiful 
but fragile world we share – made in collaboration with thousands of young people across 
WA. Nigel Jamieson reunites with the team that created 2016’s Home, Noongar storytellers 
and artists, botanists and scientists to create this magical opening event.  

The Manganiyar Classroom is a very different kind of classroom – where a group of 9–15 
year olds run the show. The Manganiyars are a tribal community from the heart of India’s 
Thar Desert with a strong musical tradition. Their unique mix of folk and Indian classical 
music inspired theatre director Roysten Abel to create the international hit show The 
Manganiyar Seduction (PIAF 2011). In his latest music-theatre production, the Manganiyar 
children rebel against their teacher and spontaneously create exuberant music with their 



 

 

sublime voices (and onstage attitude). You will be truly immersed into this Indian tradition as 
the musical performance is sung in Hindi. 

The Nouveau Cirque du Vietnam make their Australian debut with A O Lang Pho a 
production set to amaze and delight the whole family. Accompanied by live music, a cast of 
15 acrobats and five musicians whisk us away to a village in Vietnam with a dazzling array of 
juggling, balancing, contortion and daring feats. In A O Lang Pho, the serenity of rural life is 
dashed by progress and a once quiet hamlet becomes a bustling city where traditional 
Vietnamese music (Cai Luong) gives way to hip hop. Bamboo baskets are ingeniously 
repurposed to create peculiar creatures and spectacular stunts. Thrilling, funny and 
surprising, A O Lang Pho celebrates the cultural traditions of Vietnam with this breathtaking 
contemporary circus. 

The compulsive choreography of Antony Hamilton combines with Alisdair Macindoe’s 
obsessive machine-making practice in MEETING. In a circle of 64 wirelessly controlled 
robotic percussion instruments – each tapping a pencil to create a mesmerising sound – are 
two dancers. Moving in perfect synchronicity, they’re slaves to the fascinating rhythm of 
taps, clinks, clanks, rattles and whirs. This dynamic and choreographic sound installation 
reveals a fascination with the body and mind in motion. 

Small Voices Louder is a two part 
event where youngsters get to 
explore a fun and interactive 
installation of cupboards and 
cubby holes that encourage them 
to have their say on some of life’s 
big questions. What does the 
world look like today? What makes 
you angry? What does the future 
look like? Part two sees their 
playful, insightful and refreshingly 
honest responses broadcast across 
the airwaves and in unexpected spaces around the Festival – for everyone to hear. 
Sometimes children’s voices are exactly what the world needs to hear. Please note this is a 
children-only event. 

Nigerian-born, UK-based Inua Ellams is an award-winning poet, playwright and performer, 
graphic artist and designer. Identity, displacement and destiny are recurring themes in his 
work, which mixes the old with the new – traditional African storytelling with contemporary 
poetry, pencil with pixel, texture with vector images. As PIAF’s 2017 Artist-in-Residence, 
Ellams brings his acclaimed autobiographical solo show An Evening with an Immigrant to 
Perth. A charismatic and engaging performer, Ellams tells his ridiculous, fantastic, poignant 
story – escaping fundamentalist Islam, experiencing prejudice and friendship in Dublin, 
performing solo at the National Theatre and drinking wine with the Queen of England – all 
the while without a country to belong to or place to call home. Littered with vivid hip hop 
inflected poems and amusing anecdotes, this captivating evening is a hilarious and 
heartbreaking triumph of storytelling. 

Get involved in a series of engaging discussions with popular Australian and international 
authors as part of Perth Writers Festival Schools Day. The day will be filled with talks, 
storytelling, art and performance in fun and informative sessions designed to excite and 



 

 

inspire your students. Take advantage of the flexible ticketing structure, which allows you to 
tailor the day to suit your students’ needs. During the morning and afternoon breaks, a 
series of interactive activities are on offer to further extend your Festival experience. Explore 
the magical world of the Harry Potter books as Professor Frankie Falconette brings to life 
the characters, creatures and adventures from J.K. Rowling’s bestselling series. Join in 
Pictionary fun with some of the attending authors, help artist Kylie Howarth create a public 
artwork with an awesome photo opportunity and get your books signed by your favourite 
authors. 

Inspiring book lovers big and small, Perth Writers Festival Family Day returns in 2017 with a 
jam-packed day of storytelling, art, performance, workshops and conversation. Highly 
acclaimed international author of the Inkheart Trilogy, Cornelia Funke, shares her timeless 
tales, Lance Balchin brings his Mechanica creatures to life through steampunk-inspired 
illustrations and Chris Owen invites you to create ‘pandamonia’. Other guests include Garth 
Nix, Kylie Howarth, Oliver Phommavanh and Bruce Pascoe. To celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the publication of the Harry Potter books, you’re invited to come dressed as 
your favourite Harry Potter character and take part in a series of Hogwarts themed events. 
For the first time our Family Day features young guest curators selecting authors and topics 
– creating programming for the young, by the young. And the Better Beginnings Tent will be 
buzzing with bookish fun. 

PIAF Artist-in-Residence Amy Sharrocks 
invites you to consider your 
relationship with the world’s most 
indispensable liquid as she builds the 
WA edition of the award-winning 
Museum of Water. A vial of tears, 
melted ice from Antartica and a plastic 
bottle of billabong water – every drop 
has a story. Choose your water, find 
something to put it in and tell us why 
you brought it. Set to open in PIAF 
2018 before becoming part of the Western Australian Museum’s permanent collection, 
Museum of Water is a radically different kind of museum.  

PIAF Great Southern brings leading artists from across the globe to the stunning surrounds 
of the south coast for a program of evocative string and classical piano music, visual art, film 
and a project celebrating our connection to water. Join us in the Great Southern as PIAF 
takes to the road with the Museum of Water, Calder Quartet, Elena Kats- Chernin & 
Tamara- Anna Cislowska, Trophy and the Lotterywest Festival Films in the Great Southern.  

 

Full details of the Rio Tinto Family and Education Program can be found at our website: 
perthfestival.com.au 

For more information for schools please contact:  
Emma Hewitt, Education Manager, 08 6488 8636 or ehewitt@perthfestival.com.au 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is 

the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier 

cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its 

international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19.  
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