
 
 

2 NOVEMBER, 2016 

TIX FOR $36 

Perth International Arts Festival’s “Tix for $36” offer is back again for the 2017 program. 

The Festival wants you to travel to extraordinary places with the world’s most brilliant 
artists as your guides and with tickets for $36 you can. 

Perth International Arts Festival Artistic Director Wendy Martin said: ‘We want everyone 
to be able to see the exceptional work in our 2017 program, so we have tickets for 
selected events at $36. Tix for $36 means you can be fearless with your choices.’ 

The Nouveau Cirque du Vietnam makes its Australian debut with a production set to amaze 
and delight the whole family. Accompanied by live music, 15 acrobats and five musicians 
whisk us away to a village in Vietnam with a dazzling array of juggling, balancing, contortion 
and daring feats. In A O Lang Pho, the serenity of rural life is dashed by progress and a once 
quiet hamlet becomes a bustling city where traditional Vietnamese music (Cai Luong) gives 
way to hip hop. 
 

Argentinian director Lola Arias’ riveting documentary theatre work The Year I Was Born 
explores a nation’s complex history through the eyes of a resilient and hopeful generation. 
Amid bursts of exuberant rock music and deceptively playful scenarios, performers born 
during Pinochet’s dictatorship in Chile reconstruct their family histories using photographs, 
letters, anecdotes and elusive recollections. Like stunt doubles, the actors don their parents’ 
clothes to tell their powerful stories. 
 
Sublime singing, haunting visuals and Hans Zender’s startling orchestration combine for the 
stunning music-theatre experience The Dark Mirror: Zender’s Winterreise. In the cabaret 
style of post-Weimar Germany, Schubert’s Die Winterreise is delivered by Ian Bostridge – 
the world’s most accomplished performer of this classic song cycle. Plunged into a stark  

 



 
 
wintry landscape, a wanderer embarks on an intense dramatic journey – his reflections on 
life alternating between young male angst and well-worn nostalgia. Theatrically realised 
with surreal video and imagery by acclaimed opera director Netia Jones, The Dark Mirror: 
Zender’s Winterreise is a rare contemporary reworking of Schubert’s evocation of lost love. 
 
Martin Green – award-winning composer and 
experimental accordionist from contemporary folk 
band Lau – brings together a supergroup of 
collaborators for the extraordinary live music and 
animation event, Flit. Inspired by first-hand stories of 
migration, Becky Unthank from The Unthanks, 
Mogwai’s Dominic Aitchison and folk singer-
songwriter Adam Holmes join Green to perform their 
exquisite songs. Set within a world of breathtaking 
stop-motion animation created by BAFTA winning duo 
whiterobot, Flit is an intimate, visually rich production 
that is both heart-warming and heart-breaking. 
 
Two of Canada’s most adventurous artists, award-
winning choreographer Crystal Pite and 
playwright/performer Jonathon Young, join forces in 
this dance work of raw human emotion and heroic 
theatrical brilliance. In Betroffenheit, a crisis-
management team is keeping your emergency situation alive and present, a trusted voice is 
urging you to come to terms with the past, and ‘The Show’ delivers you a steady supply of 
the distraction, escapism and pleasure you crave. Pite and Young have created a rich 
spectacle exploring universal themes of loss, trauma, addiction and recovery. Featuring six 
virtuosic performers, Betroffenheit combines comedy and drama, poetry and movement for 
a production that’s as thrilling and entertaining as it is profoundly moving. 
 

Leading South African choreographer and 
gifted dancer Gregory Maqoma pays 
homage to his ancestry in Exist/Exist, a 
celebration of spirit and resilience. 
Embodying the forgotten history of a 
revered Xhosa warrior chief, Maqoma 
performs a transformational combination 
of traditional African and contemporary 
dance. The divine harmonies and 
lamentations of the Vuyani Ensemble – 
with guitarist Giuliano Modarelli – weave 

through Maqoma’s vibrant kinetic world to bring this story of race, politics, cultural tradition 
and personal legacy to life. 
 
From Roysten Abel, the creator of the international sensation The Manganiyar Seduction 
(2011 PIAF), comes another exuberant and uplifting music-theatre experience to shine a 
spotlight on the Manganiyar musical tradition. This time the younger members of this tribal 
community are the stars of the high-energy show. With sublime voices matched by their 
onstage attitude, the children of The Manganiyar Classroom rebel against their teacher, 

 



 
spontaneously creating beautiful music before your eyes. The result is a joyous theatrical 
experience that will captivate and delight. 
 
The compulsive choreography of Antony Hamilton combines with Alisdair Macindoe’s 
obsessive machine-making practice in MEETING. The pair dance within a circle of 64 
wirelessly controlled robotic percussion instruments, each little machine tapping a pencil to 
create a mesmerising sound. Moving in perfect synchronicity, the two men are slaves to the 
fascinating rhythm of taps, clinks, clanks, rattles and whirs. This dynamic and choreographic 
sound installation reveals a fascination with the body and mind in motion. 

 

Born in Nigeria to a Muslim father and Christian mother, Inua Ellams fled with his family to 
England at age 12. An Evening with an Immigrant is his potent personal account of life as an 
immigrant told through poetry and music. A charismatic and engaging performer, Ellams 
tells his ridiculous, fantastic, poignant story – escaping fundamentalist Islam, experiencing 
prejudice and friendship in Dublin, performing solo at the National Theatre and drinking 
wine with the Queen of England – all the while without a country to belong to or place to 
call home. Littered with vivid hip hop inflected poems and amusing anecdotes, this 
captivating evening is a hilarious and heartbreaking triumph of storytelling. 

Join The Midnight Run and 
explore the streets of Perth. 
Inua Ellams teams up with 
Western Australia’s own 
playful theatre innovators, The 
Last Great Hunt, to create an 
interactive tour of discovery. 

To become a Midnight 
Runner™ is to return to 
simplicity, to be entertained by 
real experiences of the city you 
never knew existed. Trust in 
your fellow travellers and the 
art of conversation to move through the city as a child moves through a maze – with natural 
play and wonderment. Register for the ballot to take part by December 31 at 
perthfestival.com.au  

 

 



 
 
The Chevron Gardens is packed full of tix for $36, catch bold, brash and unapologetic, 
Brimingham-born rapper Lady Leshurr, alongside our very own queen of neo-soul Ngaiire on 
opening night, February 10.  
 
Big Thief and Katy Steel promise a night of exquisite folk-pop bliss. Two of the hottest young 
indie-pop artists to emerge from the USA in recent time, Margaret Glaspy and Frankie 
Cosmos, supported by locals Mosquito Coast, are headed to Perth with their irresistible 
blend of poetic pop. Lanks will join musical chameleon Toro Y Moi to deliver a killer way to 
end the Festival on March 5 with a blend of electronica, Americana and freak folk.  
 
Tix for $36 continues with PIAF Great Southern when Elena Kats- Chernin & Tamara-Anna 
Cislowska show four hands are better than two in an intimate tete-a-tete at the Albany 
Entertainment Centre. Acclaimed Australian composer and pianist Kats-Chernin and her 
long- time collaborator and leading pianists Cislowska offer a glimpse at some of Kats- 
Chernin’s favourite classical composers and influences.  
 

BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 – perthfestival.com.au – Ticketek outlets 

 
For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is 
the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier 
cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its 
international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 
experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 
world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19.  
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