
 

 

16 November 2016  

2017 PIAF GREAT SOUTHERN TO ATTRACT ARTISTS ACROSS THE GLOBE 

10 February – 5 March  

Perth International Arts Festival Artistic Director Wendy Martin invites Great Southern 
audiences to take an extraordinary journey with some of the world’s most brilliant 
artists as their guides. 
 
The 2017 PIAF Great Southern program highlights range from the howling-hound American 
rock, blues and soul of Nathaniel Rateliffe and the Night Sweats to the sublime African 
singing of the Vuyani Ensemble. 
 
After the success of 
The Snake Run 
Project in 2016, PIAF 
wants to engage the 
local community in 
another major event 
in 2017. People are 
invited to help create 
Australia’s first 
Museum of Water in 
by donating samples 
of water and sharing 
stories about the 
precious liquid for a 
collection to go into 
the WA Museum.  
 
Australia’s premier regional international arts program also features exquisite string and 
classical piano music, the best in world cinema, talks with acclaimed authors and a 
celebration of local visual artists. 
 
Or why not try on a pair of virtual-reality goggles and go time-travelling deep into the heart 
of the Australian desert and indigenous culture in Collisions? 
 
The 15th appearance of PIAF in the Great Southern promises another program that connects 
with the local community and reaches out to the world, Martin says. 

“Join us for three weeks of artistic activity as we bring leading artists from across the globe 
to the stunning surrounds of the south coast,” she says. 
 
Music lovers will swoon over a fresh take on string classics from the Los Angeles-based 
Calder Quartet at the Albany Entertainment Centre, a hub for many PIAF Great Southern 
events. In Beethoven and Beyond, the quartet gives audiences the chance to hear the 
familiar as if it were new. 

 



 

 
Four hands create majestic music when Australian composer Elena Kats-Chernin and ARIA 
Award-winner Tamara-Anna Cislowska team up at a single piano. In an intimate tête-à-tête, 
the composer and her long-time collaborator perform The Musical Worlds of Elena Kats-
Chernin, with her favourite works by Rachmaninov, Bach, Chopin and more.  
 
The four stunning singers of the Vuyani Ensemble deftly cross world-music genres from 
traditional South African songs to Afro-reggae, with West African and Latin influences. 
Intricate rhythms, infectious harmonies and soaring vocals combine for a celebration of 
South African culture in this uplifting concert. 
 
Get set for a fiery dose of foot-stomping Americana in the company of the denim-clad, 
whiskey-soaked Nathaniel Rateliff and the Night Sweats. From a place where rock ‘n’ roll 

meets gospel, soul and blues, 
comes a band that explodes 
with deep, primal soulfulness 
and a reputation for stage-
quaking shows that dare you 
to stay still. Warming up the 
stage at the iconic  Albany 
Entertainment Centre are All 
Our Exes Live in Texas, a 
fantasy draft of Sydney’s 
finest singer-songwriters, 
combining to create four-
part, indie-folk harmony 
heaven. 
 

 
‘A force of nature … Rateliff channels the earthiness and funk of the American experience.’ 
- NPR 
 
PIAF Artist-in-Residence Amy Sharrocks, from the UK, invites us consider our relationship 
with the world’s most indispensable liquid as she builds the WA edition of her award-
winning Museum of Water. The museum taps into the idea of water as a precious reservoir 
of memories, attitudes and experiences. A vial of tears, drips from a roof and a plastic bottle 
of billabong water – every drop tells a story. Choose your water, find something to put it in 
and tell us why you brought it. Set to open in PIAF 2018 before becoming part of the WA 
Museum’s permanent collection, Museum of Water is a radically different kind of museum. 
 
‘It is life, death and all the washing up in between. Which is what you want from a 
museum – the whole of human life. Bottled.’ – The Guardian (UK) 
 
Trophies have symbolised victory since ancient times. In the hands of 18 Great Southern 
contemporary artists, Trophy at the Albany Town Hall reveals some fascinating 
responses and re-inventions of the winner’s prize. Across a range of media, the talented MIX 
Artists once again present an intriguing and thought provoking exhibition. 
 

 



 

A two-part event, Encounters focuses on the Yurlmun: Mokare Mia Boodja exhibition of 
traditional objects and artworks from Albany in the 1830s. On Friday 24 February at Albany 
Town Hall, Noongar elders, renowned authors, historians and anthropologists discuss the 
significance of these artefacts and their return to the area. On Saturday 25 February, join 
Aboriginal elders and representatives from the National Trust on a guided tour of Old Farm, 
Strawberry Hill. 
 
In 2017 Perth Writers Festival in the Great Southern brings leading international and 
Australian authors to the Albany Town Hall to celebrate literature in all its forms. Join 
visiting authors Amy Stewart, William McInnes, Kate Summerscale, Ian McGuire and Jessie 
Burton as they talk about their latest works and their unique writing journeys. Local authors 
and thinkers will also be sharing their unique insights and perspectives in a series of 
discussions. Get ready for a program packed full of readings, performance and conversation. 
 
Taking a virtual journey to a sacred land, Collisions is a short, personal film experience like 
no other at the Vancouver Arts Centre. Using pioneering VR technology, screen artist 
Lynette Wallworth takes you on a thought-provoking trip to the remote desert with Martu 
elder Nyarri Nyarri Morgan as your guide. With Morgan we experience the dramatic collision 
between his traditional world view and the cutting edge of science when he witnesses a 
secret atomic bomb testing in the South Australian desert. 
 
Albany’s Orana Cinema is once again the home of the Lotterywest Festival Films. From 
Brooklyn to Bratislava, Tokyo to Tuscany, and snowy mountaintops to the open sea, the 12 
new films represent the very best of the past year in international cinema. You’ll see vivid re-
imaginings of the world in Neruda and Julieta, the amusements of family in Little Men and 
After the Storm, soul-stirring creations in Paterson, Monsieur Chocolat, The Rehearsal and 
The Dancer and absorbing characters in Like Crazy and Toni Erdmann. At Denmark Civic 
Centre you’ll be transported to Communist-controlled central Europe with The Teacher and 
a desert island in the moving animated fable The Red Turtle. 
 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 perthfestival.com.au 
 
IN PERSON Paperbark Merchants (excludes events at AEC), 
240 York Street, Albany 
08 9842 8044 
Albany Entertainment Centre (AEC events only), 
2 Toll Place, Albany 
08 9844 5005 
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Supporting Partners  

Albany Entertainment Centre 
Albany Chamber of Commerce & Industry Inc. 
Southern Ports Authority – Port of Albany 
Green Man Media Productions 
The Rocks Albany 
Trevelen Farm- Great Southern Wine 
Poacher’s Ridge 
Bunn Vineyard 
SOUTHERN LIGHTS DONORS 

Perth Theatre Trust 
Albany Advertiser 
Lincolns BEYOND NUMB3RS 
H+H Architects 
Burch Family Wines 
Paperbark Merchants 
Oranje Tractor Wine 
Albany Harbourside Apartments & Houses  
 

 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation 
for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the 
highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has 
welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with 
over 700,000 people each year. 
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