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INKHEART AUTHOR UNABLE TO ATTEND PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL 
 
International author Cornelia Funke has been forced to withdraw from the Perth Writers 
Festival. 

The German writer of children’s fiction, best known for her Inkheart trilogy, is unavailable to 
travel to Perth in February due to personal reasons. 

The Perth Writers Festival, held during the Perth International Arts Festival, runs from 23-26 
February 2017. 

Funke had been scheduled to take part in two Schools Day sessions at the Perth Writers 
Festival Precinct at the University on Thursday, 23 February. 

The first, Unparalleled World-Building (Years 7-12), will continue with New York Times 
bestselling author Garth Nix (The OId Kingdom) and Peadar O’Guilin (The Call) discussing 
how fairytales, traditional myths and folklore have impacted and influenced their work.  

These two highly acclaimed writers of the fantasy genre share their writing journeys and 
explain how they create compelling worlds and characters that come to life so vividly for 
readers. 
 
Funke’s Behind the Mirror session has been replaced by Mystery and Adventure (Years 5-
7), in which award-winning authors Jacqueline Harvey and R.A. Spratt join us to talk about 
the evolution of their popular series Alice-Miranda and Friday Barnes.  

Harvey’s Alice-Miranda is perpetually positive and Spratt’s Friday Barnes has a knack for 
uncovering the truth. Meet the creators of these unusual heroines as they talk about their 
love of writing and discuss how they cleverly craft their plots – using mystery and adventure 
to drive their narratives. 

WHAT: Unparalleled World-Building (Years 7-12) 
WHERE: Uni Club Theatre 
WHEN:  23 Feb, 9.45–10.30am 
 
WHAT: Mystery and Adventure (Years 5-7) 
WHERE: Winthrop Hall 
WHEN: 23 Feb, 11.15am–12pm 
 
MORE DETAILS: perthfestival.com.au/education/rio-tinto-education-
program/events/perth-writers-festival-schools-day 
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Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is 
the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier 
cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its 
international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 
experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 
world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19.  
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