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PIAF CREATES NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR WA ARTISTS 

PIAF LAB  

Ten emerging WA arts practitioners have been chosen to engage closely with some of the 
world’s most brilliant creative minds at the Perth International Arts Festival. 

The return of PIAF Lab for 2017 will immerse these local artists in a series of think tanks, 
blind dates and exciting Festival experiences over more than three weeks during one of the 
leading arts events in the world. 

The PIAF ‘Laboratorians’ for 2017 are: Laura Boynes (Dianella); Christina Chau (Fremantle); 
Jay Emmanuel (Morley); Steven Finch (North Perth); Chloe Flockart (Como); Madison 
Godfrey (Doubleview); Zal Kanga-Parabia (Beeliar); Loren Kronemyer (Northbridge); 
Hannan Jones (Mandurah); Mararo Wangai (Hamilton Hill). 

Their diverse artistic practice includes puppetry, performance poetry, music, dance, writing, 
theatre-making and visual arts. 

The 2017 participants will explore new ways of working and experience a range of Festival 
performances, music events and exhibitions within a community of peers. 

PIAF Lab is one of many initiatives through the PIAF Connect program under Artistic Director 
Wendy Martin to expand artistic opportunities for the Western Australian community. 
 
“The PIAF Lab aims to nurture emerging artists, from a range of disciplines, who have a thirst 
for social investigation and exploring new ways of working,” Ms Martin said. 

“We want to challenge them, support them in exploring their practice and connect them 
with the breadth of artists and producers visiting our city over three weeks this summer.” 

The PIAF Lab participants will engage with the Festival program and take part in a series of 
facilitated sessions for exchange and critical enquiry. 

These include Think Tank provocation sessions led by Lab provocateur, writer and 
dramaturg Ruth Little and other Festival guest artists. These sessions will help participants 
get to the heart of their practice, informed by a sense of place in WA, break down artistic 
boundaries and find new ways of engaging with the community. 

The Blind Dates interrogation sessions involve one-on-one ‘blind dates' to exchange ideas 
with Festival artists. 

The Lab also will experience the 2017 Festival through personalised tours, artist talks, 
performances, industry events and moments to reflect on and interrogate artistic practice. 

Full biographies available. For more information on the 2017 PIAF Connect program visit: 
perthfestival.com.au. 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is 
the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier 
cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its 
international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 
experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 
world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19.  
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