
 

 

Media Release - 27 February 2017 

 WRITERS AND READERS UNITE IN A WEEKEND OF WORDS AND IDEAS 

Tens of thousands of people of all ages enjoyed a bumper weekend of big ideas, 
beautiful words and creative inspiration at the 2017 Perth Writers Festival.  

From larger-than-life characters to lives of crime, global politics to modern love, literary 
death matches to kid curators, Perth Writers Festival 2017 delivered powerful and 
entertaining perspectives from every corner of the world.  

More than 43,000 people joined in conversation with 100 international and Australian 
authors in 125 PWF events over the second last weekend of the Perth International Arts 
Festival. 

“The great public response to the Perth Writers Festival reminds us that we need literature 
more than ever – to share our unique perspectives and make sense of the world,” PWF 
Program Manager Katherine Dorrington said. 

 “The Writers Precinct has become the contemporary version of the town square complete 
with soapbox in the corner – encouraging people to get up and share their thoughts on the 
big issues affecting us as a community,”  

“At time when social media leads to increased polarisation of views, this coming together in 
person often bridges the gap between us and helps us find our common humanity.” 

“As one of our favourite literary characters Albus Dumbledore said, ‘Happiness can be found 
even in the darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on the light’.” 

Two powerful and morally urgent perspectives on the global humanitarian crisis – from UK 
journalist Ben Rawlence (City of Thorns) and Syrian architect Marawa al-Sabouni (The Battle 
for Home) – bookended four days of big visions and bold ideas at the Perth Writers Festival 
precinct at the University of Western Australia. 

Many of the diverse free sessions reached capacity and 12 ticketed sessions sold out as 
audiences and authors turned the usually solitary experience of reading and writing into a 
celebration of togetherness. 

The inaugural Courtyard Sessions, a two-night celebration of words energized by 
performance at the State Theatre Centre, also sold out as New Zealand poet Hera Lindsay 
Bird emerged victorious from the hilarious read-off Literary Death Match.  

Homegrown authors Nick Earls, Natasha Lester and William McInnes were in the 
spotlight on Saturday, along with child soldier turned refugee advocate Deng Adut, the 
new age of online activism and  the transformative travels of Richard Fidler and 
Malachy Tallack. 

No topic was off limits. Sunday’s sessions ranged from American politics and the Sunni-
Shia war with Thomas Frank and Patrick Cockburn to feminism and social justice with 
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Lindy West, the essence of water with Amy Sharrocks and Irish myth and folklore with 
Paedar O’Guilin and Hannah Kent. 

Younger Festival-goers let their imaginations run wild on Sunday in a Perth Writers 
Festival Family Day program of storytelling, performance, conversations and workshops 
aplenty. The 20th anniversary of Harry Potter was marked with a series of Hogwarts 
themed events and the Tropical Grove came alive with programming for the young, by 
the young, thanks to the 10 junior literary enthusiasts of the Curated by Kids team. 

The 2017 Perth International Festival continues until 5 March. Highlights of the final week 
include the Indian music-theatre of The Manganiyar Classroom at the Regal Theatre and the 
world-premiere season of Back to Back Theatre’s Lady Eats Apple at the Heath Ledger 
Theatre. 

The Lotterywest Festival Films season continues until April 16. 

Catch up on the conversations and insights on Twitter via #PWF17  

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is 
the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier 
cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its 
international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 
experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 
world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19.  
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Supported by The Goethe Institut 

Perth Writers Festival Family Day is supported by 
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