
 

 

Media release – 6 March 2017 

THAT’S A WRAP FOR PIAF 2017 

 
The 2017 Perth International Arts Festival has wrapped up after an overwhelming popular 
and critical response to its inspiring program of art without borders. 

The 65th Festival opened and closed in spectacular style with two highly acclaimed world-
premiere PIAF commissions. 

More than 110,000 people took an extraordinary walk of wonder and inspiration through 
Kings Park for the stunningly evocative 3D projections, animation, sound and lighting effects 
of the Lotterywest Festival Opening Weekend – Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak.  

"It was a fitting act of cultural and ecological awakening in a work that thrilled with sound 
and light and story, while also educating the huge crowds it attracted about the land that 
binds us all together.” - The Age 

Over the final weekend, Geelong’s world-renowned Back to Back Theatre dazzled audiences 
with Lady Eats Apple, which transported people on an adventure of mythical proportions 
inside a vast inflatable theatre within the Heath Ledger Theatre. 

The $17 million PIAF 2017 was the second program for Artistic Director Wendy Martin and 
brought together more than 700 of the world’s most brilliant artists for more than 240 
events, one-third of them free. 
 
With much of the visual arts program and six weeks of the Lotterywest Festival Films still 
continuing, the not-for-profit PIAF expects to break even with ticket sales of about $4 
million.  
 
About 360,000 people enjoyed a program of free and ticketed events that included five 
world premieres, 11 Australian exclusives and 24 sold-out shows over the past three weeks. 
 
“To have 110,000 people in Kings Park to share the Boorna Waanginy experience was an 
amazing start to the Festival,” PIAF Artistic Director Wendy Martin said. “It left a major 
imprint and brought people together with a story that we all own.” 

Ms Martin said she was delighted at how audiences had embraced her artistic vision of big-
picture stories played out through personal perspective. 
 
“In these increasingly polarising times, this Festival was a place and a time where we all 
experienced a sense of fitting into something much bigger than ourselves,” she said. 
 “PIAF 2017 gave a platform to a multiplicity of voices, whether gathered en masse in Kings 
Park or sharing intimate stories one-on-one with artist Amy Sharrocks for Museum of 
Water. 
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“We had the diverse voices of the young people from Vietnam and India. We have listened 
to the voices of hope from our own children participating in Seeds of Change for Boorna 
Waanginy, the astoundingly bright stars in Curated by Kids at the Perth Writers Festival and 
the young opinions in Small Voices Louder. 
 
“There was an invitation for everyone to share their stories – and they did.  The stories of 
the people around us in the community are as important as the stories that international 
artists have crafted so beautifully into artworks at PIAF 2017. There was a strong sense of 
getting to the essence of our shared humanity across different cultures.” 
 
Audiences fell in love with the joy and beauty of Nouveau Cirque du Vietnam’s A O Lang 
Pho, PIAF’s biggest-selling show since 2009’s The War of the Roses, which starred Oscar-
winner Cate Blanchett. 

Other theatre and dance highlights included standing ovations and rave reviews for The 
Gabriels: Election Year in the Life of One Family, Exit/Exist, The Encounter, Opus No. 7, 
Betroffenheit and The Manganiyar Classroom. 

Tales of outsiders, the marginalised and the overlooked were put front and centre in works 
like An Evening With an Immigrant by Inua Ellams and Lady Eats Apple, from Australia’s 
world-leading ensemble of actors with disability, Back to Back Theatre. 

PIAF is committed to making the Festival accessible to all. The PIAF Connect initiative took 
another big step forward in creating more artistic opportunities for our community in 2017. 
With Arts Access Australia and DADAA, we co-hosted Perth’s first national disability arts 
forum and a residency with leading UK director Jenny Sealey. Visiting PIAF artists also shared 
ideas in masterclasses, workshops and artist talks, while emerging local practitioners 
plunged into the full Festival experience through the PIAF Lab, Young Creatives and Producer 
Forum programs. 

After poor weather delayed its opening at Elizabeth Quay, the new-look Chevron Festival 
Gardens was embraced by music fans from Blackalicious’ hip hop block party on the first 
Saturday night to Toro Y Moi’s jangly indie-house party finale.  

The 21 nights of international headliners and home-grown heroes included knock-out gigs 
from LA’s all-girl group Warpaint, who captivated fans with their atmospheric art rock, and 
the uncompromising post-rock of South Korea’s Jambinai. But it was the  whiskey-soaked 
rock’n’roll of Nathaniel Rateliff and the Night Sweats, bewitching soulful tunes of James 
Vincent McMorrow, the cinematic soundscapes of Explosions in the Sky and the sizzling 
afro-salsa of La Mambanegra that had music-lovers flocking to the Gardens in droves.   

Classical music also took to the great outdoors for the Chamber Music Series as hundreds of 
people enjoyed the early morning Classic Flow yoga and music sessions in the gardens of the 
University of WA. This set up a series of sublime performances ranging from the five-star 
brilliance of Octete a tete, the world-first union of the Brodsky and Calder Quartets, to the 
rare thrill of Shostakovich’s Complete String Quartets in a moving marathon performance 
by the Brodsky Quartet. 

At Cottesloe Beach, firefighter Luke Frazer-James made the first donation as PIAF Artist in 
Residence Amy  Sharrocks started her two-year WA odyssey to collect water samples and 
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the human stories behind them for her Museum of Water. The public response to the 
Museum of Water has been extraordinary as people bottled precious memories and shared 
their watery insights at the Swimmers Manifesto, Paddle Clubb and Swamp Clubb Tour. 

In two world-premieres, youngsters made themselves heard in the safe creative surrounds 
of Alex Desebrock’s Small Voices Louder while Before the Siren, from Lara Thoms and 
Snapcat, was a crazy, spirited celebration of unheralded women’s groups at Fremantle Oval. 

The 2017 Visual Arts program showcased hot international contemporary art and celebrated 
local talent, with a focus on video art and VR technology that plumbed deep emotions and 
rich traditions. Highlights included powerful, poetic film installations by John Akomfrah, 
Lynette Walworth and Jacobus Capone, a 25-year survey of the work of renowned jeweller 
Helen Britton  and a playful but serious-minded look at Perth’s water supply by Loren 
Kronemyer and Mike Bianco. 

From larger-than-life characters to lives of crime, global politics to modern love, literary 
death matches to kid curators, the Perth Writers Festival 2017 delivered powerful and 
entertaining perspectives from every corner of the world.  

More than 43,000 people joined in conversation with 100 international and Australian 
authors in 125 PWF events, turning the usually solitary experience of reading and writing 
into a celebration of togetherness. The new Courtyard Sessions rocked the State Theatre 
Centre and two morally urgent perspectives on the global humanitarian crisis – from UK 
journalist Ben Rawlence (City of Thorns) and Syrian architect Marwa al-Sabouni (The Battle 
for Home) – bookended four days of big visions and bold ideas at the University of WA. 

For the first time, the long-running and popular Lotterywest Festival Films program focused 
the lens on two of Australia’s most vital filmmakers, Rolf de Heer and Molly Reynolds. The 
retrospective Tracking Country saw the feature filmmaker and documentary artist behind 
Ten Canoes, The Tracker and Another Country discuss their work and present their films to 
captivated audiences. 

And there is still plenty of great art to see, with the visual arts and film programs continuing 
for weeks to come. One highlight to screen at the UWA Somerville and ECU Joondalup Pines 
will be The Salesman, the newly crowned Best Foreign Language Film at the 2017 Academy 
Awards for Iranian director Asghar Farhadi. 
 

LOTTERYWEST FESTIVAL FILMS SEASON 2 continues until 16 April – all screenings at 
7.30pm. Details: perthfestival.com.au  
 
DATE               UWA SOMERVILLE                                             ECU JOONDALUP PINES 
Mon–Sun (7.30pm)                                                                     Tue–Sun (7.30pm) 
 

6–12 Mar The King’s Choice Handsome Devil 

13–19 Mar Lady Macbeth The King’s Choice 

20–26 Mar Graduation Lady Macbeth 

27 Mar–2 Apr Fire at Sea Graduation 
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3–9 Apr The Salesman The Music of Strangers:Yo-Yo Ma and the 
Silk Road Ensemble 

10–16 Apr The Music of Strangers: Yo-    

Yo Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble 

The Salesman 

 

“The trees had a tale to tell in Kings Park and the people of Perth were listening.”  

- The West Australian 
 

“Wendy Martin has programmed a festival with a passionate sense of social and moral 
purpose, celebrating the land shared with the Noongar peoples of Western Australia, 
addressing environmental and asylum concerns and nurturing artists with disability.” 

 - Real Time Arts 

“Wendy Martin has wrested the program back to a very local focus after the 
extravagances of England-born director Jonathan Holloway.”  

- The Australian 

To read more from our artists, media, audiences and partners, right click here  to see our 
blog and complete the picture of PIAF 2017.  

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 
Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western 
Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for 
excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest 
quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has welcomed to 
Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 
people each year. 
 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19.  
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